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Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light.
(The Old Testament, Genesis)

In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God,



(The New Testament, The Gospel According to John)
Portia. Tarry a little; there is something else.
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood;
The words expressly are “a pound of flesh.”

Take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh;
But in the cutting it, if thou dost shed

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods
Are by the laws of Venice confiscate

Unto the state of Venice.

Shylock. Is that the law?

(W. Shakespeare, The Merchant of Venice)

Agathos——And while I thus spoke, did there
not cross your mind some thought of the
bhysical power of words? Is not every word
an impulse on the air?

(E. A. Poe, The Power of Words)

“When I use a word,” Humpty Dumpty
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said, in rather a scornful tone, “it means
just what I choose it to mean——neither
more nor less.”
“The question is,” said Alice, “whether
you can make words mean so many different things.”
(L. Carroll, Through the Looking—-Glass and what

Alice found there)

“Why? Well, most textbooks say language

is a mechanism for expressing thought, Mocky.
But language ¢s thought. Thought is information
given form. The form is language. The form of
this language is--+--+ amazing.”

(S. R. Delany, Babel-17)
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JoHN HART ELY, DEMOCRACY AND DISTRUST (1980).
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(=) Sanford Levinson, Law as Literature, 60 TEX. L. REv. 373, 376 (1982).
() James Boyd White, Law as Language : Reading Law and Reading Literature, 60 TEX. L.REV. 415, 439(1982).
(») Jerry Frug, Henry James, Lee Marvin and the Law, New York Times Book Review, Feb. 16,1986, at 28.
(=) Ibid. _
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() Jerry Frug, op. cit.,, New York Times Book Review, at 28.
(@) Sanford Levivson, op. cit., 60 TEX. L. REV. at 379-380. QK" XD T AIKNQ S weak/strong 37 {8
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(w) Id., at 383.
(©) G. Edward White, The Text, Interpretation, and Critical Standards, 60 TEX. L. REV. 569, 571ff. 575 (1982).
424 (~) Michael Hancher, Dead Letters: Wills and Poems, 60 TEXx. L. REV. 507, 509-511 (1982).
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(—) James Boyd White, Law as Language: Reading Law and Reading Literature, 60 TEX. L. Rev. 415 (1982).
(«) Id., at 415. _
() 1d., at 436.
(=) 1Id., at 416-417.
(w) Id., at 416.
(o) 1d., at 427.
() Id., at 429-435.
(o) 1Id., at 436.
(o) Id., at 435-436.
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(—) Owen M. Fiss, Objectivity and Interpretation, 34 STAN. L. REV. 739 (1982).
(0) NS KA B OR&F MR M=% < (new nihilism) | A O %" Brest, The Fundamental Rights Contro-

versy: The Essential Contradictions of Normative Constitutional Scholarship, 90 YALE L. J. 1063 (1981) ~v
Waltzer, Philosophy and Democracy, 9 PoL. THEORY 379 (1981) &M HRO>D TN K N N2 BN 510° See,
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(=) Paul Brest, Interpretation and Interest, 34 STAN. L. REV. 765 (1982).
() Id., at 765-766.
(») Owen M. Fiss, op. cit., 34 STAN. L. REV. at 740.
(=) Paul Brest, op. cit., 34 STAN. L. REV., at 767-768.
() Id., at 769.
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(o) 1Id., at 773.

() Owen M. Fiss/ Charles Krauthammer, The Rehnquist Court, THE NEW REPUBLIC, Mar. 10, 1982, pl4.
(2) See, also, Sanford Levinson, Law, 35 AMERICAN QUARTERLY 191 (1983).
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(=) Stanley Fish, Fish v. Fiss, 36 STAN. L. REv. 1325 (1984).

(=) Id., at 1326,

() Id., at 1328,

(=) Id., at 1332-1333.

() 1d., at 1334.

(©) Id., at 1335.

(=) Ibid.

() Ibid.

(o) 1d., at 1336.

() Id., at 1339.

(=) Id., at 1336.

() Id., at 1345.

(%) Cf., Stanley Fish, Interpretation and the Pluralist View, 60 TEX. L. REV. 495 (1982).
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All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United

States and of the state where in they reside. No state shall
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make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any
state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without
due process of law; nor deny to any person within its juris-
diction the equal protection of the law.

(R ] R 1ED
The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people.
(€NCE)
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Con-
stitution, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to
the states respectively, or to the people.
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=a government of all the people, by all the people, for all the people:
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=a government of all the people, by some of the people, the dominant, for the benefit of the
dominant.
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“a government of all the people, by all the people, for the benefit of some of the people, the

dominant.
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